*    WOMEN    *

frequently all that is allowed to the latter to prepare for
a new teacher. . . .

'It is quite different with boys. They are still kept, for
the most part, to their old drudgery. It would be well if
the same principle were acted on with regard to girls; if
their education were more solid and less flashy, and if,
instead of sipping like butterflies at every flower, they
laid in a store of useful learning for future use.., .

CA little girl is in this way often from her infancy
trained to exhibit. She competes for the prize in the
morning concert, and glitters in a silver medal, the envy
of her class. In the evening she shows off to an admiring
circle, and her heart dances time to her fingers as she
listens to the applauding whispers which her execution
calls forth. Her infantile sketches lie upon her mother's
table; and when she is summoned from her schoolroom
it is to play her last concerto to Mr. A., or to show her
portfolio to Lady B. And can we wonder that the same
habits should continue? .. .

'Most women are inclined to be romantic. Young
women are peculiarly liable to enthusiasm of every kind.
They are so gentle, so tender, so imaginative, and they
have often so much leisure to indulge in reveries and
ecstasies, that it is not to be wondered at that they should
be occasionally somewhat visionary.... It is so distressing
to see a young woman sighing and weeping and dream-
ing away her existence, one moment in an hysteric and
another in a faint, always getting up a scene or support-
ing a part, that one is almost prepared to accede to any
tirade against sentiment, the caricature of which is so
truly absurd. ., .

"The increased attention bestowed upon female im-
provement is a proof of the superiority of the modern to
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